CONDITIONS   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS—NAVIGATION
All the slaves captured on raids1 by traders like Samo, or pro-
cured in Britain, were despatched to the Mediterranean ports.2
We read of their being offered for sale at Narbonne,3 There is
mention of them also in Naples,4 whence they came, no doubt,
from Marseilles, which was the great slave-market.5
Many merchants were engaged in the slave-trade.6 They seem
to have been principally Jews. The Council of Ma?on, 583, per-
mitted Christians to ransom slaves from the Jews for twelve solidi,
either to set them free, or to take them into their service. There
is mention of Jewish slave-merchants at Narbonne7 and in Naples.8
We may conclude from all this that there was a trade in slaves
of considerable importance on the shores of the Tyrrhenian Sea;
and there seems no doubt that the ships which brought spices, silk,
and papyrus to the West carried slaves to the East as return cargo.
For that matter, Gaul seems to have sent to the East not only
slaves, but clothing, textile fabrics, timber for building, and possibly
madder. Gregory the Great bought clothing at Marseilles and at
1	paulus diaconus, Historia Langobardorum, ed. bethmann and g. wattz,
I, i, m.g.h. ss. rer. LANGOB. et ITAL., p. 48, says that many Barbarians were
brought from populous Germany to be sold to the peoples of the South.
2	Concerning the sale of slaves at Marseilles, see Vita Boniti, m.g.h., ss.
rer. merov., vol. VI, p. 121. For the slave-trade see a. DQ?scn,WirtschaftUche
undsoztale Grundlagen der Europa'ischen Kulturentwicklung Vienna, 2nded., 1924,
vol. II, p. 175; br. hahn, Die Wirtschaftliche Ta'tigkeit derjuden im Frdnkischen
und Deutschen Reich bis zum zweiten Kreuzzug, Fribourg, 1911, p. 23; hjstel
de coulanges, Ualleu et le domaine rural, p. 279.
8 jaff&-wattenbach, Regesta, No. 1467.	4 Ibid,, No. 1409.
5	The Vita S. Eligii, I, 10, m.g.h. ss. rer. merov., vol. IV, p. 677, speaks
of captives liberated by Saint Eloi, sometimes twenty or thirty in number,
sometimes fifty: nonnumquam vero agmen integrum et usque ad centum animas,
cum navem egrederentur utriusque sexust ex diversis gentibus venientes, pariter
liberabat Romanorunt scilicet, Gallorum atque Brittanorum necnon etMaurorum,
sed praecipue ex genere Saxonorum, qui abunde eo tempore veluti greges a sedibus
propriis evulsi in diversa distrakebantur. Cf. buchner, op. tit,, p. 47.
6	A formula from Sens, m.g.h. formulae, ed. zeumer, p. 189, No. 9,
relates to the purchase of a skve by an homo negotiens.
A formula from Angers, ibid., p. 22, No. 51, is a search-warrant for the
fugitive skve of a negociens.	7 jaef^-wattenbach, Regesta, No. 1467.
8 jAFFi-WATTBNBACH, op. cit., No. 1629, and also Nos. 1409 and »42
of die year 593, in which there is once more mention of the purchase
of Christian skves by a Jew.
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